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The advent of the aural school-clinique is perhaps the most important development which has taken place in the treatment of ear disease for the last quarter of a century. Apart from deaf-mutism and tuberculous disease, there is little ear disease amongst children till the beginning of the school period. It is when the child enters school that ear disease appears, for not only does he meet the infectious diseases scarlet fever and measles, but his naso-pharynx, often choked by adenoid growths and a good soil for the germs of disease, infects his middle ear, and suppuration begins there. Nearly all the middle-ear disease of later life, both suppurative and non-suppurative, commences during the earlier years of the school period.
Before the advent of the school-clinique the ears of school children were, for the most part, treated at the public dispensaries, i.e., the outdoor departments of special and general hospitals. The 
